
	

 

Appendix 2 - D-RCTs selection flow-chart 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

19674 records identified through databases search 

19573 records excluded after initial screening in title and abstract 
level 

101 full-text articles assessed for eligibility 

67 reports excluded after detailed screening in full-text 
   - 23 no clinical outcomes 
   - 9 no D-RCT design 
   - 8 no eligible comparisons  
   - 8 D-RCT conference abstract only 
   - 8 D-RCT protocol design 
   - 7 D-RCT with ineligible study population 
   - 3 duplicate D-RCT 
   - 1 inappropriate randomization 

30 D-RCTs included in the network meta-analysis  
(34 reports) 

18 D-RCTs (21 reports) included in low-risk acute chest pain 
syndrome “ACS group” 

12 D-RCTs (13 reports) included in “Stable CAD group” 


